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HERE S xi. 16. 


But in dy gud, and u communicate, | 


forget not: for with ſuch ſacrifices 
| Gold is well pleaſed. 5 


lutely perfect in the rectitude of his 
nature, and conſequently in his hap- 
5 pineſs; ſo the perfection of man 
muſt confi in his conformity to God, and his 
felicity in the injoyment of his favour. And 
whereas it is moſt evident, that this reſemb- 


s the bleſſed God is a being abſo- 


Fl 4 


: 


lance of God, and a being happy in his friend- 


ſhip, is the ſupreme end of man; we may 


\ conclude that the goſpel, as a revelation com- 


ing from God, mult be defign'd to promote it. 


 AccoRDINGLY, he who ſhall read that 
facred book with care, will find it to contain 


mate deſign of it being to advance men to 
that conformity to God, which is a neceſſary 


qualification for the injoyment of him; fince 


without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 


 - Tris is no where more manifeſt, than in 
the writings of the apoſtle Paul, whom 1 


look upon as the author of this excellent epi- 


ſtle to the Hebrews; it being his conſtant me- 
thod to declare and vindicate the principles of 
the Chriſtian faith, and then to preſs the prac 
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| tical improvement of them, in thoſe fruits of 
{ holineſs, by which we reſemble, and therefore 
glorify, God. | One, x 

Tu us, in the former part of this epiſtle, 
he diſcourſes at large on the dignity of the per- 
ſon, and on the excellency of the offices, of 
_ Chriſt, in order to eſtabliſh the Hebrews in the 
faith: in the latter part, he, in the moſt ear- 


neſt manner, exhorts them to the practice of 


every good work, In the beginning of this 
chapter, he recommends it to them to cultivate 
that mutual love, which is eſſential to the Chri- 
ſtian character, and which therefore ought to 


ſubſiſt, in the lively exerciſe of it, on all occa» 
ſions, amongſt all who are brethren in Chriſt, _ 


He goes on to exhort them to the practice of 


various other duties, and at the ſame time di- 


rects them, as a ſpecial means of their eſta- 
bliſhment, to have a conſtant regard to the 
great author and finiſher of their faith, who is 
unchangeable in his love and faithfulneſs, and 
whoſe doctrine, like himſelf, is the ſame yeſter- 
i day; ant for een. > i: : 
AND foraſmuch as they had been trained 
up in the uſe of ſacrifices, which the prieſt of- 
fer'd to God for them; he gives them to un- 
derſtand, that Chriſt came to deprive them of 
no privileges, they formerly injoy d, without 
| fubſtituting better in the room: for that under 
the goſpel, they had much more excellent /a- 
| crifxes, of a ſpiritual or moral kind, which, 
{ they themſelves were to offer to God, in the 
{ aame of Chriſt, thro' whoſe merits and inter- 
< Heb. xiii. S. So 


E 5 1 1 
ceſſion they would be accepted of him. A- 
mong theſe he mentions the ſacrifice of conti- 
nua] praiſe, the fruit of the lips e, once called 
the calves of the lips, when thank-offerings : 
by calves and other beaſts were in uſe. - WV 
Bur whereas ſome might be ready to ſa- 
tisfy themſelves with this. of their duty, 
vis. the praiſing God for his benefits, 1 20 ad. 


by communicating iuch relief to them, as their 
neceſſities may call for; becauſe this is among 
the ſacrifices which are highly acceptable in 
the ſight of God. The love of God, and of 
man for his ſake, are inſeparably united, by the 
command of God, and in the practice of all 
his obedient children; and tis an argument of 
the ſincerity of our gratitude to God for bis 
mercies to us, when we are ready 79 do good to 


mankind, and willing to communicate of what 


he has given us, to relieve ſuch as are in want. 
- PERMIT me therefore, on this occaſion, to 
recommend to your ſerious thoughts, this ad- 
monition of the holy apoſtle, 20 do good and 
ſ0 communicate, forget not: for with yo 2 
crifices God is well plæas d. Which words 1 
would make the ſubject of my pug diſ- 


5 courſe, in the following method. 


I. I wourd briefly repreſent to you the 
nature of this duty, of * ** and of 
communicating. 

II. FoxasMucn as the manner in whicty | 

the apoſtle addreſſes himſelf to the He. 
brews, ſeems pry to intimate that they 

| were 
4 Heb, xl, 286 - Holes adv, 2. _— 


moniſhes them not 3 to do good to men, 


„ 
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were in danger of forgetting, or neglkcting 
this duty, I ſhall endeavour to aflign ſome 

of the cauſes of ſuch a neglcf. 
III. ISH ALL conſider the encouraging mo- 

tive, by which this duty is recommended; 

for with ſuch ſacrifices Gop is well pleaſed. 

IV. I sHALL endeavour to improve the 

whole with a particular view to the ſervice 

of that good deſign, which is the occaſion 

of our meeting togetger. | 

I. FIRST, Tam to repreſent to you the na- : 


ture of the duty of doing good, and communicating. 


Tur word * which is rendered 70 do good, 


is, I think, no where elſe found in the New 


Teſtament, But we meet with other words of 
like import, which are frequently uſed to fig- 


nify the whole compaſs of our duty to God 


and man 8. 


Wu x doing good has man for its object, 


and there is no other word to reſtrain the ſig- 
nification, it muſt import every act of benęfi- 


cence, by which we can be helpful to, or pro- 


mote the happineſs of our fellow Chriſtians, 
and fellow men. Perhaps 'tis not very mate- 


| | rial to inquire, whether the apoſtle by this 


eneral Term, well doing, recommends our 
whole duty to our neighbour, or whether he 
does not explain himſelf by the next term, com- 


municating? Such as are acquainted with the 
| tile of holy ſcripture know, that tis common 
to meet with a word of general meaning ex- 
| plain'd by a following one, that is more 3 
r= | "An 


Kuro © See to this purpoſe, Rom. ii. 7. 2 Theſſ. 
Pl. 13. 8 825 3 
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cular and determinate.— And thus the apoſtle 
may be er to exhort to that branch of 
doing good, which conſiſts in communicating 
of our ſubſtance to relieve the neceſſitous: for 
we find works of charity and alms-deeds are 
particularly called goad works; as when our 
bleſſed Saviour faid to thoſe perſons, who con- 
ceiv d indignation at the woman, who pour d 
the precious ointment on his head; ler her a- 
lone, why trouble ye her? ſhe hath wrought a good 
work in me: for ye have the poor with you al- 
| Ways; and whenſoever ye will, ye may do them 

good ®, And a very-charitable perſon, of whom 
we read in the As of the apoſtles, is deſcrib'd 
by this character, a woman full of good works, 

and alms-deeds, which ſbe did. But if we muſt 
ſeparate the two words in ſignification, then 
I conceive the connective particle e] muſt be 
_ underſtood in an emphatical ſenſe, (for fo T 
am ſure tis ſometimes us d“) as if we ſhould 
read the words thus: 'be not unmindful of doing 
good, and eſpecially. of that branch of 1* which 
| conſiſts in communicating. However, I believe 
vou will agree with me, that we ſhall do no 
injury to the facred text, if we at preſent re- 

ſtrain the ſenſe of doing good to this particular 
| inſtance of it, communicating of the bleſſings 
God has given us, to help thoſe who are in 
circumſtances of neceſſity, -* 7 
I wouLD therefore proceed to conſider 

the meaning of that other term. Now this 
F 5 word, 
Mark xiv. 6, 7. Ad ix. 36. x Vid. Chriſtiani 
* not. in loc. & Vitringz Synag. Lib, iii. p. 1. cap. xii. 
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word, communicating, is frequently us d in ſcrip- 
ture to ſignify diſtributing or diſpenſing to 
others, and alſo partaking; it is particularly 
us d for liberality to the poor, in Row. XV. 26, | 
and in 2 Cor. ix. 3. 
SoM tell us the word properly relates to | 
partnerſhip in a common ſtock : the LXX uſe 
the word in this ſenſe, Lev. vi. 2. And that an- 
tient verſion of the New Teflament, the Syriac, 
countenances this ſenſe; for both in our text 
and elſewhere it has a word which prima rily 
 fignifies a focrefy or community, Wherefore, 
according to this ſenſe of the words, ©. As a 
* Chriſtian church is repreſented i in ſcripture, 
* as a ſociety of men united in a facred bond 
of friendſhip with one another; ſo there is a 
* communion of ſaints among them, in ſeve- 
* ral reſpects, and more eſpecially in the mu- 
* tual exerciſe of a brotherly love and cha- 
46 rity.” | 
mag the primitive times, tis well known, Chri- 
ſtis ns had all things common; every one having 
fold his eſtate, brought the amount of it into 
one common ſtock, from whence diſtributi- 
* ons were made to all, as every one had n 
And 'tis the ſentiment of that pious and learned ä 
rſon laſt referr'd to, that the apoſtle recom- 
mends this extraordinary diſpoſition of mind in 
theſe words of his, Rom. xii. 13. diſtributing to 
the neceſſity of ſaints: and in 1 Tim. vi. 18. — 
that 7 * do 8906, that * be rich in good 


Works, | 


| 1.gee Ham. annotat. on Ads 3 ii. 42. and the late worthy | 
Archbp. Wake's ferm. vol. III. p. 96. ; 


r 

works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communis 
cate : and, I may add, perhaps, in our text. 

Nov tho' the reaſon of this extraordinary 
duty, (arifing from the peculiar circumſtances 
of the church, in that day) ceaſes; yet God, 
in the courſe. of his wiſe and holy providence, 
has ſo ordered things, that the general reaſon, 
| obliging us 70 do good to all men, efpectally to. 
them who. are of the houſhold of faith, ſhould 
ſtill remain: the poor we have, and are like abs 
ways to have, with us: it is therefore required, 
that we be ready to pity and relieve other men; 
te but that we be willing or ſociable in commu- 
* micatijng to the relief of our poor fellow 


/ 


_ « Chriſtians, looking upon them as our part» 


* ners, who have a joint right with us to that 


* part of our eſtates, which their neceſſities 
* call for, and our abundance enables us to 


e ſpare for their relief; and that we account 


© it not ſo much charity, as juſtice, to provide 
c for theſe n. + 


Ap I truſt, tis on ſuch a good foundation, 


this ſociety is form'd, which we are met toge- 
ther to ſupport and encourage; as an imitation, 
ſo far as the reaſon and circumſtances of 
things require, of the primitive pattern, When 
| the multitude of them that believed, were of one 

beart and one foul, tis ſaid of them, that no 
man looked upon ought of what he poſſeſſed as his 


own, but that they had all things common u. 


We, tho' under a different ſtate of the church, 


_ doubtleſs, ought not to look upon all that we 
OR YT W pet 8 
_ _® Archbp, Was. Ad iv. 32, 34 
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| have as our own; but to be ready to communi⸗ 
cate, in ſome due proportion, of our ſubſtance, 
- FW ſupply the wants of the neceflitous. And 


I cannot but highly approve of his good de- 
An, and have wy looked upon it with 
pleaſure, as the method you have fallen into, 
as ſo natural a tendency to provoke others, by 
your example, to do good, and to communicate. 
Bor we are not to reſt here: the bare act 


h of og will not conſtitute it well do- 


for there are ſeveral qualifications neceſ- 
Gy required in order thereto, fome of which | 
1 muſt beg leave to mention. 
Tur chief of them is, that it Spring from 


2 right principle. "Tis efſential to every good 


action, that the principle it ariſes from, be good: 
for tho an action, for the matter of it, may be 
good, as in particular giving of alms is; yet 


upon the whole, it may be far from being a 


good action in the fig ht of God: for this apo- 
ſtle has told us, that — moſt ſpler ward 
acts of charity may be Gparated from the 1n- 
ward principte, which conſtitutes it a charity, 
which God will approve of. J (fays he) 1 
Sete my goods to feed the poor, and give my 
body to 22 burned, and have not charity ; 1 Me 


b me nothing *®. 
* iS a Revident maxim, which our Savi- | 


our has laid down, that the tree muſt firſt be 
made good, Cer its fruit can be ſo v. Wherefore 


the foundation of all good works, is a nature 
| ens after the 1 * of God; and the prin- 


ciple 
„1 Cor. xiii. 3. v Matt, Xi. 18. and xii. 33. | 


„%%% TS 
ciple of this good wor in particular, is à ſincere 
love of God, and of our fellow Chriſtians far 
his fake. This is the ſcripture account of cha- 
rity, and this qualification is neceſſary to ren- 
der it a ſacrifice acceptable to God. A Chri- 
ſtian is a new man, for zf any man (ſays our 
apoſtle) be in Chriſt, be is a new Creature *, 
And we have elſewhere this character given of 
Chriſtians, that they are the workmanſhip of 


8 God, created in Chriſt Feſus to goed works *, 


_ ANOTHER neceſſary qualification of this 
duty reſpects the manner of the performance, 
which ought to be without grudging *, and 
with chearfulneſs. Tis pity, that where there 
is a mind convinc'd of duty, there ſhould not 
be an heart inflam'd with love, prompting 2 
man to the ready performance of it: and it 
muſt be confeſs'd to be a great blemiſh in the 
_ Chriſtian's character, and it detracts not a lit= + 
_ tle from the worth of the good action, when 
charity is extorted from him by importunity; 
when he gives with an unwilling mind, and 
would be well-pleas'd to be excus'd. ; 
| TIT highly becomes us, therefore, to endea- 
vour to maintain ſuch a ſenſe of our duty, and 
a readineſs of mind to perform it, that it may 
be matter of joy and pleaſure to us, when God 
by his providence puts the opportunity into 


our hands. The many exhortations of ſacred _ 


ſcripture to this duty, plainly imply the cult 
vating ſuch a temper of mind, as will render 
us habitually ready for the practice of it, upon 


2 2 Cor, V. 17. Epheſ. ii. 10. : 32 Cor, ix. 7. : 


/ 
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all occaſions. PIR have opportunity, let us i & 

ao good to all men — and in the Pape text, 
| Dre them, who are rich in this world — that 

they do good, that they be rich im good works, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate *. 

The good man is of a liberal diſpoſition, and 
— 2 deviſeth liberal things *; which excel - 
lent character was ſet in a very juſt light, che 
laſt opportunity of this kind, and, in a ſerious 

manner, recommended to your imitation ?; 

and we have good reaſon to conclude, not with- 
out very deſirable ſucceſs. The bieſſed God 
loveth a chearful giver *: this qualification of 
mind is a proof of the ſincerity, and argues 
the ſtrength, of his love to God and man: God 
himſelf delights in doing good to his creatures; 
and is welF-pleas'd, when he beholds his — 
dren imitate him therein. 

1 I MAY add hereto, that the ſcripture 1 re- 
auires our liberality to bear ſome Proportion to 
what we are poſſeſs'd of. Now concerning the 
'F colleftion for the ſaints, (ays this apoſtle to the 
it Corinthians) the firſt day of the week, let every 
FI one of you lay by him in ſtore, as God bath proj= | 
per d him. And we have the good example 
pf the primitive Chriſtians elſewhere recorded, 
as a pattern for us: the diſciples are ſaid to have 
determined to ſend relief to the brethren in Judea, 
. every man according to his ability d and our 
{ apoſtle tells the eee in his 2d * I 

| 1 | 
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that he thought it neceſſary to exhort the hrethren 
to go before, and make up their bounty, of which 
they had previous notice, that it might be ready 
as a matter of bounty, net of covetouſneſs ; for 
(adds he) this I ſay, he which ſoweth ſparingly, 
ſhall reap alſo ſparingly; and he which joweth 
bountifully, ſhall alſo reap bountifully < The 
Corinthians, ſays an antient writer, © abounded 
e in wealth above all other cities, therefore the 
apoſtle would have them to abound more 
e than others in works of charity *;” and in- 
timates, that a backwardneſs ſo to do, was an 
indication of a covetous mind. It was the 
_ glorious character he gave of ſome of them, 
that they were of themſelves willing, without en- 
treaty, not only to their power, but beyond their 
er ©, I take not upon me to determine, 
What part of his eſtate a man ought to devote 
to charitable uſes; but tis evident, in the reaſon 
of things, and from the rules of ſcripture, that 
'every man ought to take care, that what he 
communicates this way, bear a proportion to the 
ability God has given him, and the neceſſity of 
the caſe recommended to him. And in this, 
Chriſtian prudence, under the influence of a 
fervent love of God and our brethren, will di- 
rect us: but we are always to take heed, that 
we are not governed by ſuch reaſons and mo- 
tives, as we ſhall not be able to abide by ano- 
ther day. VVV a 
A PRUDENCE is, doubtleſs, to be obſerv'd 
In this duty, both as to the meaſure, as well 
© 2 Cor. ix. 6, vid. Whitby in loc. 2 Cor. viii. 3. 
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man) of vain glory 
_edifices contribute no relief to the miſerable, 


otherwiſe ſhare in the donor's bounty. 


9 chat which we do, is an act of obedience to it, i 


| [ 14 1 

as. the end and d:/ign of our charity: 
ſpect of the former, I ſuppoſe there is no need 
of a caution againſt exceſs: as to the latter, it 
phone, $0.65 WIN, that there was no oc- 


In re- 


on to ſay, that in ſome publick charities, 


: there ſeems to have been a want of this pru- 


rance (for I judge no 


dence, and the appea 
hive 


. Pompous and ex 


as, which might 
That is 
which is ſo manag'd, as moſt 


but leſſen the number of obje: 


real charity, 


effectually to ſupply the wants of thoſe, on 
whom it is beſtow'd. But let this drop.— for 


I came not here to cenſure others, but to ex- 


hort you to a good work; and I mention it, 
indeed, to e What, I think, muſt re- 
commend this charity to you, vis. that there 


are no unneceſſary expences at all attending it; 


but what is collected for this ſervice, is im- 


prov'd in the beſt manner, circumſtances of 
things will allow with ſafety, in ſome of the 
publick funds; and diſtributions are yearly 
made to proper objects, without any manner 


of diſtinction; the whole being manag'd by 


gentlemen of known probity and prudence, 


choſen every year by tt ſubſcribers, 
To this I would ſubjoin, that what we do 
herein, ought to be perform'd as an act of obe 


Fs dience to the will of God, and with a view, 
dy relieving his poor, to promote his glory. | 


The will of God being the rule of duty, when 


. 


— * 
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LE A 2: 
'tis acceptable in his fight —an homage paid to 
God, not a ſacrifice — ourſelves to Ag 
or vain glory. Our bleſſed Saviour has directed 

us to take heed, that we do not let our left hand 
know what our right hand doeth *. Therefore 
it highly concerns us to be careful, that we 
ſuffer no ſiniſter views to mingle themſelves 
with the reaſons and ends of what we do in 

this work: and a regard is ever to be had, as 

to the action itſelf, ſo to the intention of the 
mind in performing it. We are not to do it 
to pleaſe men, and gain their good opinion; 
nor merely to pleaſe ourſelves, h a merciful 
man doeth good to bis own foul s; nor for this 
prudential reaſon only, that poſſibly we may 
come into ſuch circumſtances, as to need aſſiſ- 

_ tance ourſelves: but with this nobler view, to 
promote the honour of God, and to recommend 
the religion of our Redeemer. As then it de- 

tracts very much from actions of themſelves 

good, in particular from thoſe of charity, 
when we regard not our intention in them; ſo 
the beſt way to guard ourſelves againſt this er- 
| ror is, to maintain a due ſenſe of him, who 
always looks at the heart, and judges and ac- 
depts men according to . 

Tx apoſtle alſo inſtructs me to add, upon 
this occaſion, that we are to regard that ſtand- 

ing rule, which he has laid down in the moſt 
general and comprehenfive terms, Whatfoever 

he do, in word or deed, do all in the name of the 

Lord Feſus“; which implies, among other 

— things, 


"Matt. vi. 3. © Prov. xi. 17. * Col. iti. 17. 


[6] 

things, that we preſent all our good works to 

God, expecting to be accepted thro him. By 
bim (fays the apoſtle, immediately before our 
text) ler us offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to God 
continually.— By him, as the altar, which ſanc- 

tifies the gift, let us offer up this ſacrifice ta 
God. A rule of excellent uſe, to encourage the 
1 hope of acceptance, and to promote the humi- 
1 lity, which ought to attend imperfect creatu res, 
and their defective duties 

II. IrROCRED now to conſider what thoſe 

things are, which may be aſſign'd, as ſome of 

the cauſes of our forgetting to do good, and fo 

communicate. 

By forgetting, the apoſt! le doubtleſs means, 

not a natural, but a moral defect; not a want 

of memory, but a want of will. And, 

SOME are culpable herein, by making a re-. 

gard for other branches of - religion tand in 

the room of this: for as there are thoſe, who, 

while they ſupport a fair character amongſt 

men, for their ſuſtice and humanity, ſeem not 
at all conſcious of ſin, tho' they foully neg- 
lect the private and publick worſhip of God; 
ſo there are others, who diſcover a zeal for what 
they conceive to be the truth, and are regular 
in acts of divine worſhip, while they do not 
conſcientiouſly regard the duties of ſuſtice, mercy 
and charity. Thus were the Jews of old ex- 
ceeding zealous for the rituals of religion, and 
grew, at length, to be very ſuperſtitious therein; 


mnſomuch that 1 made void the commands Ga 


. z aa ogy + 


J 
bn God, by the traditions of men; living in a no- 
)3 BB torious violation of the moral precepts of the 


Our eternal law of righteouſneſs ; which conduct of 
5 "WB theirs gave occaſion to the following, and many 


other ſevere reproofs, which we meet with in 
1 ſcripture. 1s it ſuch a faſt that I have choſen, 
faith the Lord? a day for a man to affiiet his 
_ foul? Is it to bow down his head as a bulruſh, 
„and to ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under bim? 
Wilt thou call this a faſt, and an acceptable day 
c to the Lor? — Js it not to deal thy bread to the 
® BB hungry, and that thou bring the poor, that are 
K 1 caſt out, to thy houſe? when thou ſegſt the naked, 
' that thou cover him, and that thou hide not thy 
ef from thy own fleſh*? The real Chriſtian 
1 feels the influence of the divine authority, in 
one, as well as in another, of the commands of 
God, and labours to ſtand perfect and compleat 
al .. 1 
S EITLT-LO VE, which is condemn'd in ſcrip- 
ture ® amongſt the moſt flagrant vices, is the 
very root of uncharitableneſs. It extinguiſhes 
tenderneſs and good-will towards others: by 
it, a man is ſo bound up in himſelt, that if he 
can but purſue his own . and gra- 
tify his deſires, he is eaſy and content: in this 
manner he centers in himſelf, and makes him- 
ſelf his end, as if he bore no relation at all 
to his fellow creatures, and was no way oblig'd 
do care for them, or to do them a good office; 
/ Thus many perſons, under the powerful influ- 


p i Matt. xv. 6. | * Iſa. viii. 57 7. 1 Col. iv. 12. | 
_ See 2 Tim: iii. 2. ES | | 


Ence 


i. * ;1r/ 
ence of a miſtaken ſe/f-interef, as if born for 
themſelves, ſhut up all bowels of compaſſion 
fownrd the miſerable, who crave their aſſiſ- 
tance. 

AND is there not a little room to fuſpett, 
that ſome of the gaudy ornaments of life are 
the fruits of this bitter root of ſe/f-love? A 
faithful conſcience will tell us fo, if the reaſon 
why we have little or nothing to ſpare for the 
hungry and the naked is, becauſe we cannot 
retrench our ſuperfluities, in the leaſt, to aſſiſt 
them, but will gratify our vanity to the utmoſt. 
A mind devoted to the love of the vain ſhew of 
life, will render us blind to all moving objects 
of charity, deaf to the cries of the poor, and 
hard- hearted towards the miſerable. 

ANOTHER cauſe of the neglect of this 
duty may be an over-valuing earthly things 
for hereby a man 1s reſtrain'd from generous 
actions, fe fear he ſhould leſſen that which 
he rates at much above its real worth. A man 
who will be aſhamed to confeſs that he believes 
riches can make him happy, can yet allow 
* himſelf to ſet his heart on them, as if they 
could: he expects more ſatisfaction in them, 
than in N he ought, and takes a ſordid 
pleaſure 1 in running his vaſt ſums over in his 
own mind; he bleſſes his ſoul while he lives, 
an thinking that hereafter it will be ſaid of 
him, he dy'd immenſely rich, and that men of 
his own temper 21 praiſe him for having done 
well to _ So mean is the fare on 

Which 


Pan liz. 18. 


[ 19] ol 
which worldly minds can feed! They conſider 
not wherein the true value of ſuch things lies, 
Dix. in the ability they afford a man, of being 
uſeful in the world, and of laying up a good 
foundation againſt the time to come. And for 
want of that conſideration it is, that many 
neglect ſo to employ them. 2 
Too much anxious thought about futurity, 
and a diſtruſt of the care of providence, may 
be another reaſon, why ſome men are back- 
Ward 70 do good, and to communicate. | 


7 - 


THE have their own families to make 
proviſion for, and therefore reckon they may 
very reaſonably be excuſed : nor do their 
conſciences much reproach them, for the neg- 
lect of this duty, becauſe they have perſuaded 
themſelves to think, they have it not to ſpare 
this way. Without all queſtion every man 
ought to make proper proviſion for thoſe of his 
own houſe; for (as this apoſtle ſays) he who 
does not this, has denied the faith, and is worſe 
than an infidel?, But here is the danger, leſt 
men deceive themſelves, while, under pretence 
of doing that which is lawful and neceſſary, 
they live in the negle& of ſome other branch 
of neceſſary and indiſpenſable duty. What is 
this making proviſion ber. fen as we may leave 
behind us? Is it nothing leſs than heaping to- 
gether a prodigious portion of wealth for them? 
Muſt it be nothing ſhort of advancing them ta 
_ ſome eminent ſituation above their fellow mor- 
tals? When once the minds of men come to be 
| 5 DS anxious 
* 1 Tim, vi. ig, P Chap. v. 8. 
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anxious about ſuch things as theſe, and they 
govern not themſelves by ſober reaſon and ſcrip- 
ture, they naturally grow ſtrait-handed in their 
charity, and are ready to grudge every ſum 


they part with, to relieve their poor brethren. 


providence, are really afraid they ſhall want 
tbemſelves, what they are ſolicited to beſtow 


SoME having little faith in God and his 


upon others; for this reaſon, among others, it 


is that they care not to. do much while they | 


live, and are unwilling to part with what they 


have, till they can hold it no longer; ſuch per- 
ſons may be ſaid 7o give as a matter of cove- 


 Zouſneſs (as our apoſtle ſpeaks) not of bounty a, or 


good-will. 
Many again zeglect this duty from a want 
of that compaſſion and tenderneſs of ſoul, * 
which the goſpel ſo much inculcates, and re- 
quires us to maintain. To cultivate this excel- 
Tent temper, tis neceſſary for us often to con- 


fider the reaſons and motives of that love, 


which we owe our fellow Chriſtians, contain'd 


in Re ſuch as the wonderful love and 
ity © 


God to us ſinners; and he grace of our 


* 


PH 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, tho he was rich, yet 


for our ſakes became poor, that wwe, thro' his po- 


werty, might be made rich *; together with the 
multiplied exhortations of the goſpel, to the 


practice of this duty, This will ſerve to excite 


1 


dur commiſeration towards the neceſſitous af- 


flicted; twill be a means, under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, to preſerve this divine affec- 


tion 


22 Cor. ix, 5. Chap. viii. 9. 


pro Tek Ot FP ig, 


"a. 


* 


tion alive in our breaſts; 'twill diſpoſe us to 


ſympathize with, to pity and pray for, thoſe 


we cannot help, and make us free-hearted and 


willing to aſſiſt thoſe we can. But if we lay 


the goſpel aſide, and it become, with us, a neg- 
lected book; if we ſuffer the views and mo- 
tives of this world to poſſeſs our hearts; if we 
are overwhelmed in the buſy affairs of life, 
or diſſolved in luxury, eaſe, and pleaſures; we 


ſhall hereby quench this heavenly ſpark, har- 


o 


den our hearts againſt the cries of the needy, 


and withhold our hands from this good work. - 
Po add no more: That men negledt this 
branch of doing good, is very much to be a- 
{crib'd to their forgetting that day, in which {| 
they muſt give an account of their flewardſhip, | 
and be no longer flewards*. The eſtates you 
now injoy, are God's property, and he has 
| lent you the uſe of them a while: the charac- 
ter you bear, is that of fewards of the mani- 


fold gifts of Gade. They are talents, put into 


your hands to be improv'd; and you muſt be 


accountable to him for the uſe you put them 
to. We are very apt to think theſe things to 
be more our own than they really are, and to 


diſpoſe of them accordingly ; forgetting, that 
as they are God's property, ſo he requires that 
we-acknowledge this, and do him homage, by 


allotting to his poor a due proportion out of 
them. The ſcripture, therefore, when this duty 


is recommended, often directs men to look for- 


ward to the great day of account, becauſe 
£ 3 


Luke xvi. 2. t 1 Pet, iv. 10. 
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particular inquiry will then be made concerning 


works of beneficence and charity, as our bleſſed 
Saviour has aſſur'd us; and every man will 


then reap according as he has ſown. A ſerious. 


"remembrance of this fremendbus day, and the 


account we are then to give of our ſtew¾ardſbip, 
_ wou'd excite in us an holy fear, leſt we ſhould - 
be found to have abus'd the talents, which God 


has entruſted us with, to other purpoſes than 


| thoſe for which he gave them us. But if we 


are fo unwiſe, as to live unmindful of it, no 
wonder, if other motives prevailing upon us 
to forget to do good with the bleſſings God has 
given us, we lay a foundation for the unwel- 
come remembrance of our having been unjuſt 


world. The 


 ftewards, in a dying hour, and in the future 


Vo v have then ſeen the nature of the duty 


here recommended to us, and what the evils 


are, which are wont to hinder the right per- 
formance of it; which therefore (in depen- 
dence on the good grace of God) we are care- 
fully to avoid. EEC 


III. I now proceed to conſider the encou- 


raging motive, by which it is recommended; 


for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. 
T x apoſtle always adapts his language to 


= the circumſtances of the perſons, to whom he 


ſpeaks: therefore he very appoſitely puts the 
Hebrews in mind, who had been ſo long ac- 


cuſtomed to the legal /acrifices, of the more 


excellent ſacrifices of the Chriſtian church; and 


there 


[ 
J 


g 
q 
Il 
e 
„ | 
1 
5 
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WH - 
there is in ſeyeral reſpects an analogy between 
them : Particularly, „ 
As of old, /acrifices were offer d to God, as 
a teſtimony of his propriety in what his ſer- 
vants injoy'd, and as an acknowledgment of 
their abſolute dependence on him: in like 


manner, we, Chriſtians, are to teſtify a be- 


coming ſenſe of his having a right to what we 
poſſeſs, by devoting ſome portion of it to him, 


in charitable uſes. He by his providence, in 
placing his ſervants in ſuch circumſtances, as 


to ſtand in need of it, may be ſaid to claim a 
part of it; and ſuch is his goodneſs, that he 


"interprets what we do to them for his fake, as 


done to himſelf. Thus are we to do homage to 
the rightful Lord and owner of all we have, 
and to teſtify the ſincerity of our gratitude to 


him, for his manifold goodneſs. 


AGAIN, ſacrifices were a means, by the 
oblation of ſome part of their ſubſtance, ta 


ſanctiſy and derive down a bleſſing on the reſt. 


Thus the Jews kept the feaſt of tabernacles, in 
which none might appear before the Lord emp- 


* that the Lord their God might bleſs them 
in all their increaſe. © Thankfulneſs to God 


for bleſſings beſtow'd, was the way to procure. 
h | - L a | | | 7 more. 


The Jeave- gering (ſays Mr. Made) was a tribute of thank: 
fulneſs to God, and withal, of acknowledgment of his ſupream 


| lordſhip and dominion over all The Lord our God is a ſove- 


reign king, and will be acknowledg'd fo, of all who come be- 


fore him: he is not Lord over our perſons only, but he is Lord 
of our goods too, and is to have a tribute offer'd to him in token 


thereof, Diſc. XLVIII. * Deut. xvi. 16. 
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* more v.“ And thus they were requir'd to 
give to their poor brethren, and encourag'd ſo 

to do from hence, that therefore the Lord their 

God would bleſs them in all their works, and in 


all they put their hands unto . And we ma 


humbly hope, when we do fo, God will 


vouchſafe to bleſs us in our baſket, and in our 


fore; and more eſpecially, that he will cauſe 
our ſoul to be in health, and to proſper under 


the dews of his heavenly blefling. 


Max of you, I doubt not, who contribute 
liberally for the ſupport of a goſpel-miniſtry in 
the country, where elſe the people muſt be in 
danger of periſhing for want of knowledge, 
reap the benefit of it, in the ſucceſs of your 
worldly affairs: As there are many thanks- 
givings abounding to God, on your account, 

fo you have, without queſtion, the hearty 


rayers of ſuch perſons, who injoy (thro' your 
indneſs) the ordinances of God's grace; and 


theſe prayers are the unſeen, but effectual, 
5 deriving down the divine bleſſing 


means o 
upon you. | 2 
NEX x to that good work, we may venture 
to place this charity, ſhown to the neceſſitous 
widows and orphans of the miniſters of Chriſt, 
which you may hope will not go without its 
reward, in temporal bleſſings, ſo far as they 


2 . 


v Patrich, on Deut. xvi. and on Levit. xxiii. 11. where he 


| fays, p. 268, 269. That they offered the fie hraf of their 
3 to procure God's bleſſing on the reſt of the harveſt, and 


that they might have liberty to uſe the corn it produc'd; . 


it was not lawful for them to do, till the firſt-fruits were give 


to God. 2 Deut. xv. 10. Foſea iv. 6. 
1 | 


hall | 


-_ ⁶ © 
ſhall be conſiſtent with your ſupreme intereſt ;- 

under which wiſe and kind limitation, they 
are always given to the children of God. But 
I may fay it with the greateſt aſſurance, be- 


cauſe upon an authority,. not to be call'd into 


queſtion, you ſhall be recompenſed at the reſur- 
rection of the juſt *, For with ſuch ſacrifices God 
is well pleaſed. e YT 3 
NEED I guard you againſt an abuſe of this, 
and ſuch other like paſſages of ſcripture, which 
the church of Rome is guilty of, in aſcribing to 


dhe good work of charity, a power to merit the 
forgiveneſs of fins: T am perſuaded you have 


not ſo learned Chriſt, A ſentiment which is 


far from having any countenance given to it, 


nin this, or in any other text of ſcripture, and 


is ſubverſive of the propitiatory ſacrifice of our 
bleſſed Saviour. We deteſt the doctrine, while 
we pity and pray for the men who teach it: 
we know no meritorious cauſe of the forgiue- 


neſs of fins, but the death of the ſon of God: 

and we alſo abhor the thought of making one 
duty ſerve as an excuſe for the neglect of ano- 
ther. We cannot think, that a wicked life 
can be atoned for by a man's leaving his 
eſtate to the church, or devoting it to erect and 
endow hoſpitals and alms-houſes. Real Chri- 


ſtianity conſiſts in a God-like temper of mind, 
and in an univerſal reſpect to the will of God, 
in the actions of life. | 8 
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WITNOVr running into this extra wagancy, 


we know how to give a rational account of 

the meaning of this language, when 'tis ſaid, 
Gad is well pleaſed with the good works of his 
ſervants; for we think it enough for us to be 
aſſured, that he will graciouſly accept and re- 


ward them thro' Chriſt: and we would ever 


| adore and be thankful for that grace, which 
has laid a foundation for it. On this then, and 
ſuch like occaſions, we would aſſume the hum- 


ble language of the man after God's own heart; 


What are we, that we ſhould” be able to offer fo 
moillingly? All things come of thee, and of thine 
own have we given thee; for we are ſtrangers 
before thee, &c.* © We only return to thee, 
« what thine own hand hath bleſs'd us with, 


as the Targum expreſſeth it. So (ſays Bp. Pa- 


© rich) the antient Chriſtians were wont to 
<« fay at their offertory, 7@ oz aro Twy owy, 


 « thine from thine, thy own goods from thy 


* own people. In like manner, we ought to 
* acknowledge God in all ſpiritual things, re- 
<« ferring every good thought, purpoſe, and work 
| © to his divine grace, 
“c it ug | : 


God is well pleaſed with the ſacrifices of 


doing good, and communicating, becauſe they 

have in them a real intrinſick goodneſs, which 
could not be faid of the carnal oblations un- 
der the law; for they had in them, no more 


than 


21 Chron. xxix. 14. 4 Patrick, in his commentary on 


1 Chron. xxix. 14. 


from whom we receive 


to 


„ ba #6: es 


tal. 


J | than 4 ls goodneſs, as appointed of God | 


to ſerve ſome valuable ends. Such now is the 


rectitude of his nature, ſuch his moral perfec- 2 
tions, that he cannot but take pleaſure 1 in real 


goodnels, wherever he beholds it. — 


MoREoveR, ſuch as offer to God theſe ſa- 


crifices, appear to be endow'd with his image; 
ſince, as = children, they follow him in doing 
good, Now he cannot — delight to behold 
his own image impreſs d on them, and to ſee 
them endeavouring, in their meaſure, to be- 
come like him in their actions. 

Wx may alſo conclude, that ſuch uerifices 
mult be well-pleafing to God, ſince his repeated 
commands, injoining them, ſhew his approba- 
tion of the duty; as do the churacfer he has 
frequently given of it, and the reward he has 


annexed to it, I am ſure, I ſhould take up 
no ſmall part of your time, ſhould I go about 
to repeat the many ſcriptures, in which we 


meet with recommendations of this geod «work ; 
and he may well be deem'd a ſtranger to the 
ſacred book, who does not know this. 


I May add, that whereas, by the infinite : 


wiſdom of God, in the courſe of his provi- 
dence, there is eftabliſh'd fuch an ao. and 


diſtinction amongſt men, that there always 
ſhould be an occaſion for the practice of this 


divine virtue; we do therein, not only obey 
the will of God in his precept, but conform to 
it in his providence alſo: and with. ſuch an 
— ang ſu a to his will, which is 
A'S: ever 
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* nourable in the world, as its efficacy to 
„ make men good and uſeful. From ſuch 


„ i 
ever holy, juſt and good, we may fafely con: | 
clude, he will be well phaſed, 0 18 
FINAL Lv, ſuch ſacrifices are highly ac. 
ceptable to God, as a means of advancing 
bis glory, and doing honour to religion in the 


world. 


TRE glory of God is the ſame with the 


diſplay of his excellent perfections. And we are 


then ſaid to glorify him, when our actions are 
ſuch as ſerve to manifeſt and declare his divine 
attributes to the world. This duty now is a 


lively exemplification of the goodneſs of God, 


in the fight of men; tis an imitation of God, 
in that moſt amiable perfection of his nature, 
and therefore, as far as we are capable of it, a 


_ glorifying him.“ And there is nothing (fays 


te the celebrated commentator © on this epiſtle) 
which renders the religion we profeſs ſo ho- 


* 


reaſons as theſe we may moſt certainly con- 
clude, that the bleſſed God is well pleas d with 
the /acrifice of doing good, by communicating of 
the bleſſings he has given us, to relieve ſuch as 
are in want: he will not only accept us there- 
in, but crown the ſame with a glorious and 
eternal reward, thro' Feſews Chriſt, © 

CAN it now be neceſſary for me to multi- 
ply arguments, to ſhew you the force of ſuch 
a motive as this? Let us but conſider who it 


is, that has declar dd himſelf 20 be well pleaſed 


| with 
© Dr, Ouen on the text, 


he 
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with this good work; let us reflect on our e | 
nite obligations to him, our important concerns 
with him, and expectations from him. A few _ 
ſerious thoughts on theſe things, will ſerve to 
ſet the motive before us, in all its force and 
energy. Is there a more righteous command 


than his, or a more reaſonable ſervice? What 


or who is there, that can have a ſuperior, or 

an equal claim to our obedient regard? Have 

we a better maſter to ſerve, or a kinder friend 

to pleaſe? But theſe are things which admit of 
no debate; to all the Children of God they 


carry the cleareſt conviction along with them, 
they filence every objection, and powerfully, 


but ſweetly, conſtrain them to obedience. _ 


Axpo ſurely, it muſt. be impoſſible for lan- 


guage ever to deſcribe the heavenly peace, 


which poſſeſſes that man's ſoul, who has the 
good hopes, that with him, and with his ſer- 5 
vices, God is well pleaſed, 

IV. Bu r it is time for me to proceed to the 


laſt thing I propounded, which is, to endea- 


vour to improve what has been ſaid, with a 
particular view to the ſervice of that good de- 


fn, for which we are met together. 


AND I humbly hope we may, with ſome 
degree of encouragement, exhort you to the 
practice of that pure and undefiled religion be- 


fore God and the father, which conſiſts in vi- 
Illing the fatherleſs and the widow in their gf 
alan, f the widows and orphans of the mi- 


I 8 nie 
1 James i. ult. 3 
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niſters of Chriſt in circumſtances of neceſſity. 


Vou have not, I am perſuaded, forgot in what 
_ a judicious and affectionate manner, this duty 
was recommended to you from theſe words, 


the firſt time of your publick meeting together 
on this occaſion . And we have ſeen, that 


ſome of you, at leaſt, were not forg erful hear- 
ers, but doers of the work; and are, I. doubt 9 


not, and will be, blefſed in your deeds. 
I Au call d this day, tho moſt unworthy, 
to be their advocate, and your monitor, and 


thereby to plead the cauſe of Gop and Cnkisr, | 


and _ religion. And I cannot but obſerve i it, 


with all — to God, who has put it 


into the hearts of his ſervants, to give that en- 
couragement to this /audable defign, which it 


has already met with; ſome of you have very _ 
chearfully and generouſly contributed to en- 


creaſe this ſtock of charity, and, I queſtion 
not, are able to reflect on it with pleaſure, and 


0 | : with — to him, who gave you ſuch an 
opportunity, in this way to do good, and a will 


4 to embrace it. Be ye not weary in well da- 


ing: for in due Jeajore ye ſhall 9 if ye faint 


Tur . diſſenters are ſpoken of in 
eee as a people, in general, kind and 
| liberal to their miniſters; and it may be ſaid to 
cheir honour, that they have been very ready 
=. to d communicate to their _— and zealous: to 
By the Rev. Mr. Chandler on March 3d, 1751 0a. 5 


not 8 


ni. 9 


ä : 
maintain the cauſe of truth and liberty: but 
you are ſenſible, notwithſtanding, under what 
diſadvantages your miniſters muſt lie, in com- 
| pariſon with the opportunity many of our bre- 
thren of the eſtabliſh'd church have, in mak- _ 
ing proviſion for their families: whence it of- 
ten comes to paſs, that ſuch as they leave be- 
| hind them, are reduced to indigent circum- _ 
ſtances. You remember, that you are requir'd 
to efteem your miniſters very highly in love, for 
their work's ſake i. And J cannot but conclude, 
that you think it reaſonable to maintain ſome 
_ eſteem for their memory, when they are dead 
and gone: let it appear then, that your love 
did not die with them, by ſhowing ſome 
friendſhip to their remains---by commiſerating 
the caſe of their neceſſitous widows, and / 
ſpring. Their relation to them, who were not 
only your fellow members in the myſtical -- 
body of Chriſt, but had the honour to be o- 
verſcers and paſtors in his church, will ſurely | 
entitle them to ſome diſtinguiſhing regard in 
your charity, as their neceflities ſhall call for it. 
As to many of your miniſters, tis beyond 
all queſtion, that they might have had oppor- 
Itunity of providing a better ſhare for them- 
| felves of the goods of this world, had they _ 
not thought themſelves call'd to the ſelf-denial 
of watching for your ſouls. Now, ſhall ſuch 
as they, for your ſakes, could not make any 
great proviſion for whilſt they liv'd, be expos d 
to want and miſery after they are gone, as far 


11 Theſl,v. 13; 


= 
as you have it in your power to prevent it | 
* God forbid! 53 . wy <p 
Ox brethren of the Church of England, 
have been long an example to us in a like god, 
work, I heartily bleſs God, who has, at length, || 
. inclin'd us to follow them. Several worthy | 


perſons of that communion, have ſhewn their 
extenſive benevolence, by generouſly contribut- 
ing to the encouragement of this charity a- 


mongſt us: we are thankful to God and them 
for it, and pray that he would reward their 
work and labour of love therein. 1 
As this deen is certainly a very kind and 
beneficent one, and conducted with all due 
care, faithfulneſs and impartiality by the ma- 
nagers; I truſt I may preſume on the candour 
of my reverend fathers and brethren, to per- 
mit me without offence to recommend it to 
them, and to entreat they would do what in 
them lies to encourage ſo good a work. Tis 
great pity, methinks, any of their names, who 
— it in their power to ſupport this , 
ſhould be wanting in the liſt of their brethren 
and fellow Chriſtians ; tis much to be deſir'd, 
that all ſuch were examples herein to their re- 
ſpective flocks. Fo 85 9 
Ay permit me to exhort you all to conſi- 
der, with a ſerious unbiaſs'd mind, whether 
this ſacriſice be not well doing, and therefore a 
work in which God is well pleaſed: and let this 
recommend it to you as a reaſonable ſervice. | 
* Tis (fays the foremention'd judicious writer *) 
| | : ag 
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an important evangelic duty, which che 
«© ſeripture every where gives us in charge, as 
hs, er that wherein the glory of God, the falva- 
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te tion of our own ſouls, and the honour of . 
* our profeſſion are highly concern'd,_.It is 


the great evidence of — renovation of our 


4 natures unto the image of God, a demon- 
*& ſtration that we have alter d our center, end, 


e and intereſt, from ſelf to God.” The ſacred 
ſcriptures, you know, particularly diſtinguiſh 
widows and orphans, as perſons, frequently, i na 


deſtitute and helpleſs condition, whom there- 


fore we are more eſpecially concern'd to ſhew 
kindneſs to: and the bleſſed God himſelf has 


been pleas d to aſſume the compaſſionate cha- 
rater of the father of the fatherleſs, and the 


judge of the widow i. And you will not con- 
clude, that the widows and fatherleſs children of © 


F the miniſters of Chriſt, are to be excepted out of 
that number, whom God peculiarly cares for, 


and requires us to do fo too. Many of them 


are, I have ground to believe, what the ſeri 
ture calls wideus indeed; who being left deſo- 
late, truſt in God, and continue in fupplice. 
tions and prayers to him, night and day n; and 
under this character, crave your relief. Caſt 
a pitying eye too on their helpleſs: offspring, 


and let your kind, and bountiful hand contri- 


bute to put them into the way of ſome honeſt 


calling, that they may be kept from the man 


TT rh which a want of employment, and 


| | | Poverty | 
! Pialm Ixviii. „ „1 Tim. v. ED 


F 
poverty, may expoſe them to; and that theß 
may, thro' the divine bleſſing, come in due time 


— 


| you do a kindneſs, both to ſoul and body at 


once. I confeſs, had I the ſkill, I would not 
wiſh, no not on ſuch an occafion, to wind up 


tural pity and tenderneſs, without convincing © 
your judgment. My earneſt deſire is, that you 


conſciences, in what wu communicate for the 
ſupport of this charity; and that you may fol- 
low the excellent example of the royal prophet, 
who, in the offerings he made for building the | 
Houſe of God, could appeal to him, and fay, 
I know alſo, my God, that thou trigſt the heart, 
and haſt pleaſure in uprightneſs : as for me, in 
The, uprightneſs of my heart, I have willingly of- 
fer d all theſe things. If, then, this be a work 
intrinſically good, a work in which you imitate 
the glorious example of God. himſelf, and 
_ Chriſt your Redeemer; if in fo doing, you are 
_ obedient to the command of God's word, and 
to the will of his providence; if you honour 
God hereby, and recommend the religion of 
Jeſas to others; and if with this ſacriſice God 
is well pleaſed; be ye then ready unto this god 
work. The reaſon of the duty is clear, con- 
vincing, and ſtrong; the motive to it, the moſt 
powerful and encouraging, that can be thought 
= of. Suffer not therefore a culpable je//-love, an 
—_ 1 inordinate 


* x Chron, xxix. 17. 


to fill up ſome uſeful Ration in life.  Hereby : 


: the mechanic ſprings. (as one calls them) of EEE - 


may approve yourſelves to God, and your own | 
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1 inordinate affection to this animal life, and e 
F vanities of it, to influence your minds, and in- 
diſpoſe you for the chearful performance of 

this duty. Aſſure yourſelves, this work of righ= 

teouſneſ will be attended with peace; and herein, 
| you will injoy a fincere pleaſure, which all this 
world cannot give you, and which none can 
feel but ſuch as are found ſo doing. af 


-I Av but a few things more to ſay, and 


| God grant they may make a due impreſſion on 3 
my own mind and yotſts. - Whatever value we 


ſet upon earthly things, tis our wiſdom to re- 
member, what the apoſtle remarks. at the 14 
verſe of this chapter, that here we have no u. 
tinuing city, and that therefore the great buſts 


neſs of this life, is to ſeek one to come. And: 
one way in which we are to do this is, as our 
Saviour inſtructs us, ro make to qurſelves friends 
| of the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, that außen due 
fail here, they may receive us into everlaſting ha- 
| bitations . ». Of like import are the apoſtle's in- 
ſtructions to Timothy, concerning the rich, 
that he ſhould charge them 20 do good, 79 be 
rich in good works, ready to di iber, willing 
| to communicate; 2 ng up in ſlore for themſelves 

4 good foundation againſt the time to come, Rar | 
they may lay hold on eternal life?. 55 > 


THE time of this poor, vain life, which _ 


| paſeth away as @ ſhadow, is altogether, uncer- 


tain; we know not how few opportunities 
more we may have, 'to teſtify our love to 


© Luke xvi. 9. 1 lhe. vi. 18, 19. 1 = 
„ 5 8 
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God, our Ane; ö 


8 defective in this, as well as in other in- 


ſtances of duty. Let us therefore chearfullß 


embrace every opportunity of doing good, eſpe- 


cially, to them who are of the bouſbildy of faith a. 


Perhaps, this may be the laſt of this kind, 
ſome of us will ever have: and when a dying 
hour comes, if we have the free uſe of our ra- 
tional powers, our eyes will be open to ſee eve- 


ry thing in its N light: then the little con- 


coerns of this world, which we have been wont 
to magnify, and make ſo important in our vain 


imaginations, will fink down to their real ſize; 


then all diſguiſes will vaniſh, and all falſe pre- 


tences, deceitful reaſonings, and worldly mo- 
tives, will have no more weight with us, than 
they ought to have; then 'twill be no conſola- 

tion to us to reflect, that by any motives what- 
eiuer, we have been prevailed upon to neglect 


an opportunity of doing good. © For there is 
o nothing which will be a greater relief to a 


* man in any calamity, which may befal 
© him in this world, than a ſatisfaction in his 
* own mind, that the deſign of his life hath 


** been, in all things, and by all ways, accord- 


* ing to his abilities and opportunities, to 40 


1 . 


BEHOLD, the judge Plandeth before the 
| aur. „ who perfectly knows the ſecrets of all 


1 hearts. Be not decei wood God i is not mock- 


5 | — 
4 Gal. 1 70 » Dr; Oren on the text. James 5 
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teaß. For he: thar foweth to bit feſb, ſhall 2 Ws 


the fleſh reap corruprion: but be that: jowethito 


i 

un we ſhall appear bel ibn it wil 
be no ſubject of inquiry, What figure we 
made in this ſcene of vanity, what honours 


we bore, what plenty of wealth we had, or 


what our character was among the politer p 
of mankind? Theſe are the temporary; 
diſtinctions of this dying life, But the 


queſtion, as our Saviour has told us, then 


ing 


will be, What good we have done in the 
world ? particularly, Whether we have fed 
the hungry, clothed the naked, and mini- 


ſtred relief to the fick? Theſe; as the proper 
fruits of our love to God, and faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, will be the matters of inquiry at that 
important day. _ 

LET us, then, endeavour to live the reſt of 


our time in the fl eſh, by the faith of the Son of 


God, who loved us, and gave himſelf for us. 


Let us, by a lively faith, realize that world 


which is before us, and the momentous con- 
cerns of an eternal ſtate; and by a patient con- 
tinuance in all the branches of wwell-doing, and 
of this more eſpecially, let us, in humble de- 


gently endeavour to be prepar'd for it, and 


jor that bleſſed gs. where no diſtinguiſn- 
26 ; ing | 


t Gal. vi. 7, 8. * Chap. ji. 
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ndence on the all- ſufficient grace of God, di- 
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